
   April 8 2018 

Call to Worship  (Unison)  
This is the season of Easter:  
the celebration of resurrection, 
 the festival of hope, the promise of new beginnings, 
the dance of faith, the song of joy, 
the music of gladness, the hymn of love. 
Let us worship our life-giving God! 
 
Opening Prayer (Responsive) 
Sing praises to God, you faithful, 
give thanks to God’s holy name! 
Weeping may linger for a night, 
but joy comes in the morning. 
God turns our weeping to dancing 
and clothes us in gladness. 
May we praise God and not be silent! 
Thanks to you, O God, forever!  Amen. 
 
Confession Prayer  (Responsive) 
Let us confess our shortcomings, 
recalling the words of Christ: 
Jesus said, “Peace be with you.” 
Yet sometimes we sow discord 
neglecting to make peace with our sisters and brothers. 
Jesus said, “As God has sent me, so I send you.” 
Yet sometimes we refuse to go, fearing to follow 
unknown paths of faith.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Responsive) 
Blessed be the name of God. 
As life bursts forth from the darkness of earth’s soil, 
so Christ bursts the darkness of despair. 
Sadness ends, hope abounds, joy springs forth. 
Strength is found to face every tomorrow; 
God’s wholeness brings healing to all. 
The world and all that is in it glows with the glory of God. 
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