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Assuming my research is correct, if you follow the Jewish calendar this is year 5779.  Or if you prefer the 
Chinese calendar it is year 4656.  For many of us it is 2019, at least for a little while longer.  People have 
always found it important to mark their year as a way of acknowledging that there is a natural cyclical nature 
common to the universe, the moon and the stars.  It helps to tell time, to plan for what comes next and 
almost without exception, to highlight the times of the year for celebration—giving thanks for what has been 
and saying ‘yes’ for what will soon be.  While attending the Jim Campbell preaching seminar in Montreal 
mid-October I was told about a calendar developed by University Hill United Church in Vancouver.  They 
decided to make a full year according to the seasons of the Christian faith.  It begins with Advent, which is 
4 Sundays, moves through Christmas, then through Epiphany’s 6-7 Sundays, Lent’s 6 Sundays, and Easter’s 
6-7 Sundays as well.  Of course that plays havoc with our Gregorian calendar with its 12 months of almost 
the same number of days in each.  It would take some serious juggling to use the Christian calendar while 
most of those around you are using the old, familiar pattern of accounting for 365 days, plus 1 in the leap 
year of course.

Serious juggling, yes, but would it not be an amazing experience to say that it is my faith that will measure 
my year rather than Pope Gregory’s 16th century revision of Julius Caesar’s Julian calendar of 709 AD?  I 
think it would help us to recognize that our faith is to be a conscious and enlightening presence every day 
of our lives.  This newsletter is an important reflection of how we at Parkwoods mark our seasons.

Easter leads to Pentecost and the Season of Pentecost runs roughly from late May through the end of 
November.  Being the longest season in our Church life, the Season of Pentecost therefore carries much 
of our activities throughout the year as well.  Our Scripture brings a focus at Easter of what it means to 
live the Christian life, and then by September we need to be reminded of the old, old story that moves and 
motivates us.  We find that story rooted in the Old Testament.  Come the first Sunday in December we move 
into a new year for the Church—marked by the first Sunday in Advent. 

Having grown in the faith throughout the year, we will soon celebrate the 59th Anniversary of Parkwoods 
on November 24th. We then move the next week into the serious time of reflection in Advent as we prepare 
for Christmas. We look back and recall the Bible study, the Faith and Film series, the return of Sunday 
School Children, the sadness of new life through death and the joy of new life through marriage.  On 
November 3rd we baptised three infants and two more babes will be baptised before the end of the year as 
we experience the thrill of new life in Christ.   This newsletter tells the story of our calendar at Parkwoods.  
Read it prayerfully as you will find that your life is touched not just once but throughout your whole faith 
year as well.

God bless you,
Randy

From the Pastor’s Desk…
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While many take some time to vacation or relax outdoors over the summer, Parkwoods remains a vibrant 
place of worship.  During this long hot summer, Sunday worship moved to the thankfully air-conditioned 
George Connolly Hall.  Sunday school remained an important ministry. Randy was off for two of these 
Sundays recovering from foot surgery and we thank our Volunteer Associate Minister Rev. Bob Wright, 
for conducting services during Randy’s absence.  We also thank Liz McMulkin and her crew for providing 
refreshments following each service.

We have seamlessly transitioned back upstairs and into our fall programs.  Sunday school is happy to see 
many friendly faces back and we have already had several exciting Sunday services.  October 6th Parkwoods 
joined churches around the world in celebrating World Wide Communion and October 13th we celebrated 
Thanksgiving with our usual display of food in the Sanctuary. Thanks to the people of Parkwoods for mak-
ing our Thanksgiving food drive a great success, which helped to stock the shelves at Eva’s Place.  October 
20th, while Randy was away, Parkwoods held a service of praise and music.  Thanks go to Loreen Naylor 
along with Jock Lumsden, Marg Crew, Norma Evans, Dolores Samuels, Ingrid Ziegler, the Parkwoods choir 
and guest drummer Rolf Fiesel, for a wonderful and inspiring service.

On October 27th we celebrated the 25th Anniversary of Brookbanks Non-Profit Apartments. Special Guests 
included Deputy Mayor City of Toronto, Denzil Minnan-Wong, Rev. Bob Shorten and Rev. Vivan Yarwood.  
For further details of this celebration, read John Horton’s report further on in this Newsletter. 

Other facets of church life are also busy in the background.  Tianna Forde is working on updating and 
revamping Parkwoods’ website.  Council thanks Tianna for her work in extending Parkwoods’ outreach 
into the cyber world.  Randy and several council members have been participating in a ‘Webinar’ series by 
the United Church on how churches can reach out and connect with their community. We look forward to 
seeing what opportunities lie ahead.

Finally, a big thank you to all who work to make Parkwoods a wonderful and welcoming place to worship.

David Sanders,
Jr. Council Co-Chair 

Council Co-Chair

In follow up to our work with the Currents process, our team spoke with the Podium Toastmasters group 
that has been a long time tenant of our building. They were willing to offer a free Speechcraft program, 
mentoring and guiding individuals through a 6-week course aimed at improving communication and 
leadership skills. It was an offer we couldn’t refuse! We garnered enough interest for this program for a 
Fall running and as of October 23rd, 17 participants from Parkwoods and our surrounding community 
successfully completed the program! Heartfelt congratulations to all the participants! Parkwoods would 
like to thank Cate Posner, past President of Podium Toastmasters, and David Gadallah, Vice President of 
Education of Podium Toastmasters and the Chair of the Speechcraft Program. Both were instrumental in 
helping with advertising and in organizing and facilitating this incredible program. We hope this leads to 
many more collaborations between Parkwoods and Toastmasters in the future! 

Parkwoods Speechcraft Program
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The Newsletter this time is taking on a little different format…

In March of this year, it was decided to realign church activities to the Revised Council.  In order to make 
everyone more familiar with this new model, the various activities are listed under the following new titles:

 Growing in Faith (Worship) – Coordinator: Marg Crew
 Growing in Service (Outreach) – Coordinator: John Horton
 Growing in Fellowship – Coordinator: Liz McMulkin
 Property – Chair: David Gurd

When you read through your newsletter and find an activity or committee you would like to join and be a 
part of, contact one of the above noted people. They would be more than delighted to hear from you!

Carol Gurd
Communications Chair

Photos:  Lynda McCowan, Barbara McDermott, Diane Sepa-Kishi and Hugh Ashton

Communications — Chair: Carol Gurd

Growing in Faith — Coordinator: Marg Crew
Music At Parkwoods

The choir resumed their practice and service schedule in early September.  Hopefully everyone had a restful 
summer and we are geared up again for a year of inspired music and services. 

We have already presented a Praise Service in September, with many thanks to Rolf Fiesel for once again 
joining us on the drums.  

The Christmas season will feature a Cantata offered on Sunday, December 15 during the regular 10:30 a.m. 
service. This will take the form of the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols, with plenty of congregational 
carols as well.  The Christmas Eve service will be similar to that of last year, and once again offer a selection 
of different Gifts of Music, readings and service elements. Rolf will also join us on the drums and we hope 
this service will be a memorable and sacred celebration of Christmas. 

Anyone interested in joining the choir, please speak to me after any service, or contact a choir member or 
Glory in the office.  We would love to hear from you if you play instruments as well, and welcome your 
talents.  
 
Ingrid Ziegler, 
Music Director
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Upcoming Special Services & Events 
to mark on your calendar!

All are welcome

Sunday November 10th

Sunday November 17th

Sunday November 24th

Sunday December 1st

Monday December 2nd

Sunday December 15th 

Tuesday December 17th

Tuesday December 24th

Remembrance Day Worship Service

Baby Shower for Sheymaa in the lounge

Parkwoods U.C. 59th Anniversary
Followed by Luncheon

1st Sunday in Advent

U.C.W. Christmas Candlelight Service

A ‘Christmas Cantata’ 
Presented by the Senior Choir

Blue Christmas Service in the lounge

Family Christmas Eve & Communion

10:30 a.m.

12:00 noon

10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

10:30 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
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In Memoriam
Larry Kemshead

Brother of Loreen Naylor, in Red Deer, Alberta

Ruth Leeson 
A former long-time member of Parkwoods

Carol Keffer
Wife of Burt and a long-time member of Parkwoods

Jean Munro
Sister of Carolyn Horton, in Sudbury, Ontario

Murray Johnson
Husband of Barbara and a member of Parkwoods

Deborah Sharpe
Survived by Kyle Le Blanc, Monica Scriver and Dean Pulfer

Cameron MacKinley
Husband of Marg and a former member of Parkwoods

Margaret Bone
Mother of David, Mother-in-law of Sharon, 

Grandmother of Matthew & Laura

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families



7

New Members

Baptisms

Lois Berry
By Confession of Faith

Aleksander Minoru Sepa-Kishi
Son of Peit Sepa and Diane Sepa-Kishi

Grandson of Ron and Mary Kishi

Sofia Love Singh
Daughter of Steve and Liana Singh

Granddaughter of Chandi and Merle Singh

Briella Pravesh Macwan
Daughter of Pravesh Macwan and Stella Solanki
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To assist families during Sunday morning worship, we now have in place a staff of three persons.
Perhaps you would like to know a little about them.  

Mardi Roback is in her second year with us. She is studying Social Work and spends some of her time 
assisting at the Yonge Street Mission.  Her hobbies include horseback riding and teaching hip hop dancing.   
She teaches our children a curriculum which follows the lectionary that we use in our church service.

Dinara Carlos also teaches the same curriculum and is in her first year with us.  She has a degree in Sociology 
and works in Human Resources.  She has also spent time working with disabled children.

Joanne Alexander, our newest staff member, ably looks after the babies and toddlers in the nursery. She has 
run a home daycare (Auntie Jo’s Daycare) for 27 years, and has three grown children of her own.  She enjoys 
painting, and has been a member of the “Caribbana Committee” and Carnival Nation. Her family originally 
came from Trinidad. 

Sunday School/ Nursery Staff

Did you know that we have ten groups/individuals that are responsible for pastoral care?   Our two ministers 
handle shut-ins, hospital visits, emergencies and other requested visits.  Additionally, we have an active 
Prayer Network, Prayer Shawl Knitters and others who send out greeting cards and update letters.

There are also in our congregation members who take time to do hospital and at-home visits.  At Christmas, 
cheer bags and poinsettias are distributed.  We also now have a special group who handle the pastoral care 
for former St. John’s United Church Members.  There is also a telephone chain to provide contact with those 
members of the congregation who do not have e-mail.

So if you would like a visit or a prayer, or you know someone who would appreciate a contact, please call 
the church office. 

Pastoral Care
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Growing in Service — Coordinator: John Horton
Christmas Planning at Parkwoods is in the Works

Plans for Christmas are busily underway! The MITTEN TREE will again this year be festooned with scarves 
and toques as well as mittens, a wonderful assortment that double first as tree decorations, but then become 
gifts for the young children in our neighbourhood when the winter storms are at their peak. For many years 
this project has been orchestrated by Rita Kent, with generous help again this year in raising and decorating 
the tree provided by Hugh Ashton. Many knitters are hard at work this month, and the tree will blossom 
with their handiwork in early December for our pleasurable viewing!  

CHRISTMAS CHEER PREPARATIONS: To make contact with ALL of our congregants during this season, 
each year we deliver Christmas Cheer Parcels to those of our congregation who are in our thoughts, but for 
reasons of health or inability, are not with us at our Sunday Services. Some fruit, hard candy and biscuits as 
well as lovely poinsettia are tangible reminders that they are missed.  Our Sunday School Children are busy 
creating Christmas Cards to round out the Gift Package.  Delivery, for which we count on our greatly needed 
and valued Volunteer Drivers will be SUNDAY DECEMBER 15. We call that our CHEER DELIVERY 
DATE.  Please help out if you can!  See Nancy-Jean Nickel or John Horton for more information.
 
Nancy-Jean Nickel organizes this Seasonal Activity with a helping team again this year comprised of 
Elizabeth Scarlett, Carolyn Horton, John Horton and anchored by Barbara and David Griffin. 

Massey Centre

The Outreach Committee works very closely with Massey Centre, a home for pregnant teens, whom we 
support at various times of the year with monetary donations, and articles of clothing for the babies and 
young children.  Annually, the UCW holds a month-long campaign in May, in honour of Mother‘s Day, and 
the Outreach Committee, one in the Fall.  We are just finishing up a 3-week campaign which commenced 
on October 27th and, during this time, the following much-needed items were requested:  

  Diapers, especially larger sizes and pull-ups, wipes, vaseline, Penaten Cream,
  baby shampoo, baby/toddler clothes, hats/mittens for young children, and
  large-sized toiletries (they do not accept sample sizes).

Thank you one and all for your generous support!    

Recently, the Centre provided us with the following exciting news that happened this year:  two of their 
residents started Master‘s programs, and a new program called Baby and Me: Our Home, was initiated.  
This program helps young mothers find apartments in the community, and provides them with a $800/
month subsidy to help them get back on their feet. Due to the Centre‘s high school students becoming 
increasingly interested in science and math, more of these courses were added to their curriculum, with the 
average mark being over 80%.  

This is all wonderful and encouraging news as the Centre, along with the generosity of you and others, 
works towards improving the lives of the babies and young mothers under their care.

Nancy-Jean Nickel,  
Liaison for Massey Centre
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So…What’s been happening with our sponsored family?

Here is a snapshot of what has been going on in the lives of the Al Khateb’s since our last installment of the 
newsletter.

ALL IS WELL! Tremendous progress has been made. The children have been very involved in recreational 
programmes offered by the city of Toronto. Ghassan was enrolled in soccer and basketball, plus he played for 
Cosmos Soccer Club during the summer gaining many important and valuable skills. Batoul was enrolled 
in art/drawing classes and dance. Both children attended a summer activity day camp for 2 weeks. For 
the fall the programming is as follows: Ghassan/soccer and Batoul/cooking class and both are attending 
swimming lessons at the Ultra 3 level. Considering they began at Ultra 1 just a few months ago they are 
developing significant confidence and skills in the pool.

Ghassan is in Grade Six attending a new school, Woodbine Middle School. From all accounts things are 
going well. He loves his school, wearing a uniform and having some increased independence. Batoul is back 
at Fenside Public School for Grade Four. She is excelling in all areas, especially her English proficiency…
so much so that the teachers have selected her to be a school ambassador. The role involves doing the 
morning announcements, sitting on a student council to plan themed days, helping over the lunch hour in 
the kindergarten and assisting in the library.

Mohamad successfully passed his security license test in the summer, receiving his accreditation to be a 
security guard. Soon after this achievement Mohamad secured a job working for a large security company 
called Defender Security Corp. He has had steady “full time” hours since the end of July working an 8-10 
hour day. Most of his work has centered on patrolling a condo building in downtown Toronto but there 
appears to be some flexibility for moving to different job sites. He is thoroughly enjoying this employment, 
learning many valuable skills, not the least of which is a dramatic improvement in his speaking. At present 
his status is “on the job training” but his superiors are very pleased with his performance so there is “room 
to grow”.
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BREAKING NEWS 

The Al Khateb’s “biggest and latest news” is that if things go according to plan by mid-December they 
will be welcoming a new baby into their family. To acknowledge and celebrate this event Parkwoods 
church is hosting a baby shower for Sheymaa on Sunday, November 17th immediately following the 
worship service. Everyone is invited to attend. It should be a fun event and a nice way to help our family 
with some of the necessary baby items. Everyone including our “family” recognize that this “news” is 
not without its challenges. However, the “baby shower” is a time for us to embrace and support them as 
they move forward with confidence and the reassurance that they will not be alone.

                                            ……………………………………………………………….

Every family member is friendly and outgoing and they all do an excellent job of networking and connecting 
with others. They have expanded their “circle” exponentially since arriving in Canada. They are thrilled to 
be living at 1300 York Mills Road (central to so many services etc.) and have maintained their apartment, 
looking identical to when we set it up some 16 months ago. This “small act” demonstrates how much they 
value what we have given them thus far. They constantly express their deep seated gratitude for all they have 
received and are the most gracious of hosts. They truly welcome anyone and everyone into their midst and 
are eager to learn “our Canadian Ways”.

The formal sponsorship agreement (1 year) has been fulfilled. We at Parkwoods however, have forged deep 
emotional bonds with Mohamad, Sheymaa, Ghassan and Batoul so we will continue to provide a range 
of supports that are both appropriate and judicious. Sincere thanks to the congregation for making this 
“leap of faith”, to embark on this sponsorship journey, for it has been a game changer for all who have been 
involved. There is an African saying that it “takes a village”…well we are the Al Khateb’s village.

Barbara McDermott, Chair of Al Khateb Family Sponsorship Committee  

Mohamad managed to negotiate with his employer to alter his hours (still works every day but from 4 p.m. 
to 12 a.m.) so that he can continue to pursue his LINC English classes from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. He is currently 
at Level 4. Once he passes this course, he will in all likelihood discontinue with the intent of freeing up some 
hours to get an additional job to earn more income for his family. Level 4 is the pivotal level of competency 
that most employers are looking for when hiring new immigrants.

Work has been done to flesh out a resume and CV for Mohamad’s use during job fairs and he is quickly 
learning the “ins and outs” of completing applications and is spending some time in his LINC class to 
practice what he might say in a job interview.

Sheymaa continues to go to LINC English classes and is presently in Level 2/3. Her reading and writing 
skills are progressing nicely. Speaking requires some additional practice. As she gains more confidence her 
oral proficiency will improve as well. During the summer months Sheymaa began to attend classes once a 
week at the Eglington HUB, designed to help new female immigrants network together. With a new baby 
coming, some of these classes have centered their focus on offering information about pre-natal care etc. 
which has proved most helpful and reassuring for her. 
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25th Anniversary For Non-Profit Brookbanks Apartment

Twenty-five years ago this October, a dream came to life at Parkwoods!  We christened the birth of a brand 
new apartment building, which became conjoined with Parkwoods United Church.  Parkwoods Non-Profit 
Apartment Building was completed! 

Why important?  A new vision of affordable housing was brought to life in the ‘backyard’ of Parkwoods 
Church.  The partnership that had brought this about was Parkwoods congregation joining forces with 
three levels of government—federal, provincial and municipal—to create not only a non-profit apartment 
but a key LINK to Parkwoods Church.  

The new LINK was of immense value to the Church—creating new facilities galore.  The vision of the 
planners had been an outreach for the benefit of the community through affordable housing combined 
with new space that the Church badly needed for meeting rooms, better offices for staff and a new enlarged 
entrance way to the Church. 

The anniversary of Parkwoods renovation and building completion were offically Celebrated at Sunday 
Service on Sunday, October 27.  The dramatic transformation of Parkwoods facilities was described by John 
Horton from an outreach perspective. He stressed the expanded services that the new spaces of the Project 
enabled --- a new kitchen opening into a spacious hall suited to multiple uses, much- improved offices 
for Church ministerial staff, an elevator improving accessibility to the lower level, a nursery for babies, 
additional washrooms and a multi-purpose lounge.  John highlighted ongoing community services aided 
and abetted by the LINK –Headquarters for staff training for provincial and federal elections, Toastmaster 
Club seminars, banquets, receptions and countless other uses.  A wonderful new Hall downstairs facilitated 
air-conditioned Summer Services. 

Bev Miller, who was deeply involved in the conceptual development of the Building, and who has been a 
constant advisor to the administration of the Project as a prominent team member for 25 years, described 
the origins of the Project.  She noted that from the formation of the Vacant land Committee through 
the process of apartment construction, Bob Scott (Parkwoods member), and Susan Woods, (building 
consultant) played key roles in steering the Project through congregation, and governance approvals. Bev 
noted that funding was both federal and provincial. As she recounted, it all came together in October 1994, 
“when Brookbanks was officially opened and sixty-eight families moved in. Parkwoods United Church had 
leased to Brookbanks Homes the use of the vacant land for a period of 40 Years.” Bev also noted that annual 
reports are made to the Congregation, or “shareholders,” annually, and that many Parkwoods members are 
on the Brookbanks Board and thus “actively participating in this ongoing, advisory work.” 
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Praising the vision of the founding congregants, Bev observed that a gallery of pictures, photos and plaques 
had been assembled in the Lounge, for all to view after the Service and cutting of the Anniversary Cake. This 
complemented the many visuals shown on the large screens in the Sanctuary as backdrop to the speakers. 
The CIVIC partnership has been crucial to the creation and management of the Apartment, both in its 
construction and subsequent administration. In that connection we also welcomed Denzil Minnan-Wong 
to our Celebration on Sunday, recognizing that he had been North York Alderman at the building’s official 
opening, and a key Municipal leader throughout the quarter century.  Denzil, now Deputy Mayor City of 
Toronto, noting continuing City commitment to affordable housing, brought a congratulatory message: 

“I extend my warmest congratulations to Parkwoods United Church on the 25th Anniversary 
of the Non-Profit Brookbanks Apartment. This milestone anniversary is a great opportunity to 

celebrate the outstanding leadership and commitment to the community. The efforts in providing 
the community with support are an invaluable service and an asset that has made a difference in 
their lives. I offer my sincere best wishes on this occasion and for the continuation of your great 

work.“ Denzil Minnan-Wong 

Tribute was paid to the many people who contributed to the Anniversary Service, most notably Carol 
Gurd chief organizer of the Anniversary and procurer of two yummy cakes; Ken McKenzie, David Gurd 
and Randy Naylor for design and presentation of the visuals that backgrounded the talks and Dave Griffin 
and Hugh Ashton for their contribution in planning the event.  Hugh was also responsible for organizing 
the photos for visual display at the service, for taking photos on Sunday and for the post-service Memento 
Gallery.

THE MORNING SERVICE OF CELEBRATION CONCLUDED WITH A GATHERING OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FOUNDERS OF THE APARTMENT/CHURCH LINK PROJECT AT THE 

FRONT OF THE CHURCH for the CUTTING OF THE CAKE and PHOTO.   

John Horton, Coordinator of Growing in Service
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Parkwoods Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Randy Naylor captured the significance of the
25th Anniversary of Brookbanks Non-Profit Homes in his Friday October 25th 

“This Week at Parkwoods” Bulletin to members.

 Reaching Out – Reaching Up

“Twenty-five years ago Parkwoods United Church
undertook a massive Outreach initiative:

the development of Brookbanks Apartments.
After a long history of Social Outreach it had been determined

that Parkwoods’ resources of land and people
would be used to create an all-ages home for our neighbours.

In the process new church facilities were a welcome by-product.
It took several attempts to determine how best to serve the community,

including how to fund any new outreach efforts,
but a committee affectionately known as

  “the Back 40 Team”
was finally able to pull together three things:

people, plans and funds and the project began.
Accessible and affordable housing became available

to all ages, races, cultures, abilities, and income levels.
From the moment word first spread of its possible development, to this day

Brookbanks Apartments was and remains
a much sought after home

for people of our  community.
Join us this Sunday to celebrate

25 Years of Faithful Commitment.
Praise be to God  

 Randy Naylor, Parkwoods Pastor 
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Growing in Fellowship — Coordinator: Liz McMulkin
Coffee Hosts

United Church Women

Quilters

Loaves & Fishes

Coffee/refreshment service after church is an important social time to connect with other members of the 
congregation.  Volunteering to help is easy and gives you an opportunity to work as a team and meet new 
people!  It is a small commitment and instructions are provided.

We have a need for Coffee Hosts still this year and there are many opportunities in the New Year!  Please 
speak to me if you are available to help.

Thanks to all who have been involved so far this year.

Liz McMulkin
Coffee Host Coordinator

The U.C.W. meets on the third Wednesday of each month.  Although we are few in number we manage to 
do our usual work.

We are preparing for our Annual Candlelight Service which will be held on Monday, December 2nd with 
refreshments served at 7:30 p.m. and the service will begin at 8 p.m.  Our special speakers this year are from 
Holland Bloorview Rehabilitation Hospital. 

Everyone is welcome.  See you there!

Rita Kent, 
President

We are just finishing a single bed-sized quilt which will be raffled.  Now we are making smaller items such 
as baby quilts and aprons.  We are planning to have a sale of our ‘wares’ after church in November.  

New quilters are always welcome!  Bring your ideas to the lower hall on Monday mornings at 9:30 and join 
us for coffee.

Lois Keir

The Loaves and Fishes served lunches in March, April and May.  In June we catered a ‘Spring Lunch’ for 
the Young at Heart Group.  There weren’t any lunches in July, August, September or October.  In August we 
served at a Celebration of Life reception for Carol Keffer.  

To celebrate Parkwoods 59th Anniversary, we will be serving lunch on Sunday, November 24th.  Tickets 
will be available on two weeks prior, November 10th and 17th.  You needn’t purchase tickets for this event 
(donation baskets will be available), but you do need to obtain a ticket as we need numbers to buy food.

We do appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you the last Sunday of the month!

Muriel Voskuil 
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Young at Heart

Watercolour Art Classes

This cheerful group meets Friday afternoons at 12 o’clock for a jolly game of Euchre or Bridge! Currently 
there are 32 members participating, yielding four tables of bridge and four tables of euchre.  Plan to come 
and enjoy the fun!

For further information, contact John Logan, 416-783-7826.

The classes have finished for this year, but will start again on January 15, 2020. For further information or 
to register for the classes, contact the church office.

Watercolour Art Classes are held on Wednesday mornings in the lower church hall at 10 o’clock under 
the instruction of professional artist Melinda Calway. For further information about Melinda look at her 
website www.melinda@melindacalway.ca 

During the six months from May through to October, there were three major projects undertaken at Parkwoods!

In April a remediation company was hired to repair our mould problem.  By May, this work was done over a two-week period, 
efficiently and on time with as little disruption as possible to the activities going on at Parkwoods.  Feedback from the congregation 
was very positive as to the quality of work done.

Unfortunately, during the summer we had major and minor floods on the main floor of the church when the toilet in the Baby 
Care Room and the sink in the handicap washroom overflowed.  We were fortunate enough to borrow the carpet cleaner from 
Brookbanks to suck up the water and thus avoid serious problems.

Another major project undertaken this summer was to have plumbing fixtures in the men’s downstairs washroom replaced as 
they had developed cracks and were leaking.

During the month of September, we had our boiler open for an annual inspection and cleaning.  Leaks in the boiler pipes, due to 
age, were also repaired.  Happily the boiler passed a safety inspection, a requirement of our building insurance policy!

Our appreciation goes to Sandra Martin of Parkwoods, Larry Deroches and Michelle Leybourne of Brookbanks, who have been 
diligent workers this season to keep our lawns and gardens looking great.

I would like to thank our tenants, activity groups and members of the congregation who use the downstairs facilities on a regular 
basis, for coping with the disruption of weekly activities while Elections Canada was renting the space from September 1st to 
November 15th.  These funds are important to Parkwoods in helping us meet our annual budget.

David Gurd,
Property Chair

Property — Chair: David Gurd
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Stewardship & Finance — Chair: Jock Lumsden
Finance

This newsletter is an opportunity to continue the on-going discussion in recent newsletters relating to our 
operating budget; that is the costs of keeping our doors open, the lights and the heat on and our ability to 
pay the same.  

To that end, a snapshot look at our operating budget as of September 30th shows that weekly givings directed 
to operating costs total $95,281. This amount is just over 15% less than was received by this date last year 
and which we had budgeted for again this year.

On the expense side, again this year we have been blindsided by unforeseen property expenses including 
the likes of mould removal, boiler and washroom repair.

As a result of the decreased income and increased expenses, to date we have had to draw on our reserve 
funds in the amount of $90,000 whereas the draw budgeted for the entire year was $56,000. Having said 
that, many individuals were able to answer the special plea made at the beginning of the year to help 
replenish our reserve funds. We are deeply appreciative for the generosity of those many individuals who 
have donated approximately $13,000 in answer to that plea. Accordingly the net decrease in reserves to date 
has been reduced to $77,000.

Jock Lumsden,
Chairman, Finance & Stewardship

In 2019, the United Church of Canada underwent a change in administrative structure from Presbytery and Conference groupings 
for communities of faith to Regional Councils.  Sixteen Regional Councils were formed across Canada with Parkwoods located 
within the Shining Waters Regional Council.  There are 175 churches within Shining waters which extends from Lake Ontario to 
Parry Sound and Burk’s Falls in the north, to Highway 48 and Highway 11 in the east, and to Brampton and Caledon in the west.

Lay members of the Regional Council are elected by communities of faith.  Parkwoods, which falls within the 101 to 200 member 
grouping, qualifies to have two representatives to the Regional Council.  Responsibilities are mainly focussed on being the 
primary communication hub between the Regional Council and the community of faith.  This activity includes sharing emails 
and written reports about the work of the Regional Council with the congregation and assisting members who would like to 
contact the Regional Council with questions or to request information.

The website of the Regional Council, www.shingingwatersregionalcouncil.ca, contains considerable information on upcoming 
events within member communities of faith.  The Regional Council will start to distribute the news bulletin, ‘Currents’, this fall 
following each Executive meeting to share Regional news and decisions.

Considerable effort has been made at the Regional Council to establish committees and commissions that are essential for 
operation and to fulfil the mission of the United Church of Canada.  The Parkwoods representative has been nominated and has 
accepted to be a member of the Mission Support Committee for a period of two years.

Ron Wigle,
Shining Waters Regional Council Representative

Regional Council Representative — Ron Wigle


