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From the Pastor’s Desk…
With the Coronavirus still circulating around the
world, it is not an easy time to live, and it is not an easy time to
readjust to a life we once knew. We may have wondered in the
quiet curve of evening, “Where are you O God?” In such a time
as this, I look to history to gain some insight. I am reminded
of the hymn, “Now Thank We All Our God” (Voices United
236) which was written by Pastor Martin Rinkard during the
Thirty Years War of 1648-1678. Remember this was during the
time of the Great Plague that killed a third of the European
population. Martin Rinkard was living in Eilenburg, Saxony in
Germany, the town of his birth. People flocked to this walled
city to get away from the plague and the war. Rinkard was the
only clergy in the town, and he often buried as many as forty
or fifty persons in one day! Even his wife died of the plague
though Rinkard himself survived.
During this time of crisis, of death, and danger, he wrote this simple table prayer of gratitude:
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices:
Who, from our mother’s arms, hath blessed us on our way
		
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
		
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in God’s grace, and guide us when perplexed,
		
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.
Despite all the death and destruction of the world around him, Rinkard wrote and sang of thanks and
praise. Despite all the sadness and tragedy of life, Rinkard was able to celebrate the “wondrous things” done
by “this bounteous God.” The hymn invites us to embrace God’s grace that “frees us of all ills” from all that
may come to us.
I do not think that Rinkard was delusional or he was engaged in some wishful thinking. I do believe that
Rinkard actually saw the grace of God, who guided him when he was perplexed, who gave him the strength
to journey on. If he did not believe that, then he had told a lie. Then he might have drunk himself to death.
In the midst of war, the plague, and so many deaths, he would have had to dig deeper to find God. Or, it
might have been easier, just as when the night sky is the darkest, it is easier to see the light. Like Rinkard,
we can still give thanks to God, even during this time of pandemic because the resiliency of life continues.
The power of love is still alive in us. Human creativity is still vibrant. Friendships abound. Generosities
of one another melt our hearts. The God of life and vitality of the universe is still alive and active in this
world. We may see that God inspires scientists and doctors to find the vaccines, to come up with new ways
to treat the illness, and care for those sick and dying. With that faith, we carry on trusting that God’s ways
will ultimately prevail.
Rev. Won Hur
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Council Co-Chairs
On behalf of the Parkwoods Family, we extend a warm welcome to Rev. Won Hur and his family.
We also bring greetings to our Parkwoods Family as we continue our journey of faith together
either by Zoom or by in-person worship.
Important to all of us is the news of upcoming events and activities. Our Remembrance Day Service
is on November7th followed by our 61 st Anniversary Service and the start of our Christmas Season
on Advent Sunday, November 28 th.
We encourage everyone to participate as you are able and look forward to our time together in the
days ahead.
John Horton and Bev Miller
Co-Chairs of Council

------- PARKWOODS REOPENING PROTOCOLS ------A WARM WELCOME BACK TO PARKWOODS’ SANCTUARY
ON OUR REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
We are following all of the Toronto Public Health guidelines regarding Covid Health Protocols and
capacity restrictions.
Pre-Registration: We ask that you pre-register so we can accommodate you safely.
For in-person Worship on November 7th, at 10:30 a.m., please register with Glory Wigle, Church
Office Administrator, by no later than Noon on Friday, November 5th, or earlier in the week if
possible: by phone at 416-447-5519, or by e-mail: office@parkwoodsunitedchurch.ca
What can I expect when I arrive?
A greeter will warmly welcome you at either the foyer/main doors, or the York Mills Road entrance.
• You will be asked to make use of a hand sanitizer.
• Mandatory Vaccination: You will be required to show proof of being fully vaccinated.
• Mandatory Masking: All those entering the Church building including children over the age
of two years are required to wear a mask for the duration. If you do not have a mask, one will
be made available.
The Welcome Process: You will then be directed to the Welcome Table located through the main
doors toward our Church Sanctuary.
At the Welcome Table, we will check that your Registration Data is complete, including your address
and phone number should tracing become necessary. If you have not preregistered by phone or
email, a series of standard/mandatory COVID screening questions will be asked. You also will be
asked to keep your outerwear with you in the pew.
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The Ushering Process:
Proceeding to the Narthex, an usher will direct you to the socially-distanced pews marked for your
convenience.
Children must remain in the sanctuary at all times with their parents or the adult accompanying
them.
Washrooms will be available on the main floor ONLY, outside the sanctuary.
While instrumental and soloist music will be present during Worship, there will be no congregational
singing.
We regret that no coffee hour or chat time will be possible at this time while in the Sanctuary.
Exiting Protocols:
You will be asked to exit the sanctuary from either of the side exits which will be open, or the doors
by which you entered. There will be no offering taken but an offering plate will be placed on a table
at the rear of the Sanctuary. You are respectfully asked to withhold ‘chatting time’ until you are
outside the Church building.
Reopening Protocols:
If you have questions, suggestions or concerns, please contact John Horton at 416-449-1142 or
johnhorton@rogers.com
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP IN BEGINNING OUR JOURNEY TO REOPEN
Growing in Faith — Coordinator: Marg Crew
Worship Services
In spite of Covid restrictions, we have enjoyed many meaningful worship services over the last
months. It has been nice to have members and adherents join us for worship whether they are
here at home or far away in another part of the world. These services will be continuing. However,
we are pleased to announce that we will again be worshipping in the Sanctuary, starting with the
Remembrance Day Service on November 7th. It will be great to once again see our friends in
person on a Sunday morning, hear the organ, “live” soloists and pray together as we worship God
with our new minister.
We will be celebrating Parkwoods United’s 61 st Anniversary the last Sunday in November, which
this year coincides with the first Sunday of Advent. That will lead us into the Christmas season
where we will celebrate Christ’s birth very joyfully, glad to be back in our house of worship.
Please see the “PARKWOODS REOPENING PROTOCOLS” in the above report submitted by
John Horton.
We hope you will be able to join us either in-person or via Zoom.
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Pastoral Care
Hopefully this fall, many of you will again feel comfortable having a pastoral care visit in your
residence. I’m sure if you are a shut-in, or are unable to travel far from home you have missed these
visits. If you wish to receive a visit, please call the church office to let us know.
Sunday School
Mardi Roback has kept in touch, through technology, with our Sunday school children during the
Covid shutdown. She will continue to do this for a few more weeks, but I am sad to announce that
she will be leaving us this fall as she has moved out of Toronto. We will be looking for someone to
replace her and wish her well as she moves on to other challenges.

------- PLEASE JOIN US ------For our In-Person or ZOOM E-Worship Service every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Call the church office at 416 447-5519 to register for either method of worship.

We look forward to seeing you in church!!

Parkwoods Search Committee for Church Office Administrator
Chair: Juanita Hogg-Devine
A Search Committee to seek applicants for a Church Office Administrator was established in
October following the announcement regarding Glory Wigle’s retirement. The Search Committee
is made up of myself as Chair, Bud Bray, Marilyn Manners, Sandra Martin, and Nancy-Jean Nickel.
We wish Glory a long and healthy retirement!
The initial meeting of the Committee was held October 25 th using Zoom technology. We anticipate
posting the position (internally and externally) in the near future. The position will be advertised
in a variety of venues including Parkwoods’ Website, Facebook and Instagram pages and Indeed, an
employment website for job listings. Our goal is to have a candidate in place by the beginning of
January 2022. We will be working closely with the Ministry and Personnel Committee and other
stakeholders as required during this process. Please contact one of us if you have any questions.
I would like to acknowledge the commitment and dedication of the Committee members as we work
through this process and we thank the Congregation for their on-going support as we continue this
work.
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Music & Choir – Music Director: Ingrid Ziegler
The highlight of the Musical year, which usually ends at the end of June, saw us bidding farewell to Randy
with a specially recorded choir number set to a video that featured images of most of Randy’s tenure at
Parkwoods. We recorded one of Randy’s favorite Praise songs and completed the project with the help
of our Praise drummer, Rolf Fiesel who also happens to own a production studio. Rolf was able to insert
a professional drum track played by himself into the finished choral audio. The video was played during
Randy’s last service with us and served as a parting gift from the Choir.
After the July/August summer break with time to relax (even more), the now well established Zoom Choir
practices resumed. These will continue until all members have made their way back into the actual Choir
loft as Parkwoods enters its reopening phase in November and adjusts to working with Rev. Won our new
Minister, and with the new equipment and skills needed to make online streaming of future services a
successful reality.
Things in the Sanctuary are being prepared and both the organ and piano will be tuned up and ready to
be played by November 7th when Parkwoods reopens.
There are several safety items for the resumption of singing that need to be put in place which are now
being organized, chief among them being the acquisition of special Singers Masks to make singing as safe as
possible in both the Choir room and the Sanctuary. Only time will tell exactly how this process will evolve,
but we have high hopes it will prove no more difficult than moving the entire service online was last year. If
so, things should be a breeze and we may soon be enjoying full anthems and hymns in the Sanctuary once
again.

Communications — Chair: Carol Gurd
FaceBook: Diane Sepa-Kishi has agreed to continue to maintain our Parkwoods’ FaceBook page. Material
that is posted on our Website will also be included here. Diane recently received an inquiry via FaceBook
regarding housing for newcomers. These folks were then provided with a link to an organization that could
be of help.
Instagram: Tianna Forde has suggested that Parkwoods should have an Instagram page. Tianna has agreed
to set this up and maintain it for us.
My thanks to Diane and Tianna for their continued support as it appears Parkwoods is able to
reach out to the community and beyond through these venues.

Finance — Chair: Jock Lumsden
Again I am happy for the opportunity to thank you for your continued financial support of our church. I
am continually amazed by the lengths to which some members are going to ensure that their givings are
received notwithstanding that the church building has remained closed to services. That being said, as of
September 30th , local givings (the funds used to pay for the day to day operations of our church) are 10%
less than the amount that was budgeted (pledged). Hopefully the reopening of the church on November 7 th
will make it easier for givings to be delivered and the gap can be eliminated by year end. Your commitment
to and support of Parkwoods United Church is always appreciated.
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Ministry & Personnel – Chair: Norma Evans
For over 20 years, Glory Wigle has been our loyal and dedicated Church Administrator. Effective December
31, 2021, Glory will be retiring. She will be sorely missed but are confident she will continue to grace us
with her many gifts, especially her music renditions. On behalf of Ministry & Personnel (M&P) and the
congregation, we sincerely wish Glory the best and trust she will enjoy her retirement.
A Search Committee is already actively working on finding a replacement for the position.
I would like to announce that David Bone has joined the M&P Committee as liaison for our new Minister,
Rev. Won Hur. Jock Lumsden and Lynda McCowan continue in their liaison roles for Church Administrator
and Music Director, respectively.
The work of the M&P Committee is to maintain healthy and happy relations between ministry, staff members
and the congregation of Parkwoods United Church. Your liaisons welcome your feedback, concerns and
comments.

Property — Chair: David Gurd
During the months of August and September until mid-October, the Elections Canada folks were renting
the Parkwoods facilities. The lounge was then utilized as a Polling Station for the September 20th election.
The income received certainly helps with our annual expenses.
Rod Murphy continues to maintain our building. He will be called upon to prepare the church, regarding
COVID protocol, once the church is open for Sunday worship November 7th.
My thanks to Cam Ferguson and his team for taking care of the church lawns and gardens over the
summer months during my absence.
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Growing in Fellowship — Coordinator: Liz McMulkin
The following groups have not been able to meet and carry on their activities during the time of Covid. If
you are interested in an activity and wish further information, please contact the referenced names below.
The Wishing Well Players: This group is hoping to start up again when more restrictions are lifted and
entertain us with their wonderful theatrical performances. Contact person: Barbara Johnson

Coffee Time After the Service: Although we are looking forward to opening the church with limited capacity,
coffee time will not be part of the program. It is a time spent with friends we will have to continue to look
forward to. Contact person: Liz McMulkin
Parkwoods Womens’ Group: They have not been together since the beginning of the pandemic. Once they
regroup, contact person Bev Miller, will keep us updated on what their plans are.

Watercolour Art Classes: Melinda Calway is the very talented instructor of these classes that were held on
Wednesday mornings. This group look forward to bringing their artistic talents to life once again. Contact
person: Mary Kishi
Young at Heart: This energetic group of ‘youngsters’ look forward to once again being able to enjoy a ‘jolly
good’ game of Bridge or Euchre on Friday afternoons, once restrictions are lifted. Contact person: John
Logan

Quilters & Crafters: Hopefully some new quilters and crafters will join us on Monday mornings for a cup of
coffee and conversation when we get together again. Contact person: Lois Keir

Loaves and Fishes: This group of women, who treated us to tasty lunches the last Sunday of the month, are
also on hold until further notice. Contact person: Muriel Voskuil
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Growing in Service — Coordinator: Barb McDermott
Thanksgiving Fall Food Drive
We collected for our Thanksgiving Fall Food Drive and received a tremendous outpouring of
both in-kind food items and financial donations. Two local food banks were the recipients of
our food stuffs: The Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities which is located in south east
Scarborough (Lawrence and Galloway) and ACSA (Agincourt Community Services Association)
Dorset Hub (Kennedy and Ellesmere). Both organizations were immensely grateful for our food
donations seeing as their shelves were rapidly depleting.
At a time when the pandemic has exacerbated the financial situation for so many people the result
is that food bank usage has reached an all-time high. In some locations visits to food banks have
increased by some 200%. What is also quite alarming is the sharp increase in 1st time clients
accessing food due to instabilities re: employment, health etc. When visiting food banks clients are
provided with 3 days’ worth of food. So invariably, these same vulnerable people will experience
some form of hunger as they await their next allotment.
Globally an astounding 690,000,000 people will go to bed hungry tonight. Food security is a matter
of faith, so thank you for your generosity and your willingness to give. Much appreciated by all
whom we were able to serve.

Massey Centre Outreach
Our fall collection for Massey Centre was launched during the month of October. Once again you
the congregants gave from the heart offering everything that was needed to ensure that pregnant and
young, parenting adolescents and their babies who reside at the centre and in the local community
might be able to flourish. Massey Centre offers an array of programming from pre-natal to postnatal care for both the moms and their infants, educational opportunities for moms to complete
high school and/or enroll in job preparation courses offering a stepping stone to future prosperity
and counselling services to help them face the emotional challenges that accompany raising a child.
Once again Parkwoods folks answered our call and generously donated so that we experienced a
very successful campaign. Thanks again for all of your support.
Parkwoods Tree of Warmth (The Mitten Tree)
As we look forward to the 1 st Sunday in Advent (November 28 th ), a special time in our Christian
calendar, it also coincides with the appearance of the Mitten Tree. We will be collecting children’s
mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to serve as decorations for our beautiful Christmas tree. So let’s get
knitting or shopping so that come Advent we will be ready to festoon our tree with warmth. All of
the items will be donated to various local elementary schools to help keep children warm through
the long, cold winter months.
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Christmas Cheer Programme
Over the past many years at Christmas time, Parkwoods Outreach has recognized those members
who are shut-ins with a small festive, goodwill gift and card letting them know that they are not
alone. We plan to continue with this “gift giving” tradition albeit it might take on a different form
due to COVID restrictions.
New Programme for Winter 2022: COVID WINTER WARMING KITS
We are planning on launching a new campaign with the assembly of COVID WINTER WARMING
KITS for the vulnerable and homeless in our city. These kits/bags will contain PPE disposable masks,
a packet of Kleenex, hand sanitizer, 1 hat, 1 pair of mittens/gloves, and a pair of warm socks. The
hope is to create 120 kits. More information will follow come January. Our last attempt at making
COVID CARE KITS met with a resounding success so we are hopeful that this programme will
serve the community well.

Hady

Batoul & Melike

Ghassan

The Al Khateb’s: Progress Report
All is great with our family. Sheymaa safely delivered a beautiful baby boy named Hady on August,
13 th . Melike will turn 2 years old in December and is quite the going concern. Batoul and Ghassan
are both quickly maturing. They are both attending Donview Middle School this year with Batoul
in Grade 6 and Ghassan in Grade 8. Mohamad secured a new job as a security guard for some retail
stores. Better pay, room for promotion and more reasonable hours makes this employment move
most advantageous. They continue to express their gratitude for our sponsorship and miss seeing
the Parkwoods’ family on a regular basis.
Indigenous Awareness/National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Orange Shirt Day)
Parkwoods honoured and paid solemn tribute by observing the 1 st National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation in a variety of meaningful ways. We devoted a worship service on September 26th ,
2021 to heighten awareness to the tragedies and trauma experienced by our First Nations children
in residential schools across Canada. We were asked to wear orange shirts to honour those children
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who never returned home to their families. Led by Rev. Won Hur, we were also invited to watch a
video documentary “Finding Peter Bryce” followed by an insightful conversation where we learned
more about Canada’s first health minister, a true “whistle blower” when it came to the atrocities at
the various residential schools. A book club focusing on a text by Bob Joseph entitled “21 Things
You May Not Know About the Indian Act” will commence in the month of November as well.
As a point of interest over the past few years the Wayne and Mary Linkert Memorial Fund has
generously supported various Indigenous organizations in Toronto such asAnishnawbe Health
Foundation, Indspire (Indigenous Post-Secondary Education/offering scholarships and bursaries),
The Native Women’s Resource Centre and the United Church of Canada’s Healing Fund on behalf
of Parkwoods.
R. Stacey Laforme is the elected chief of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nations. He has
served his community for over 20 years being first elected to council in 1999.
He works as part of the Dean’s Council at the Ted Rogers School of Management at Ryerson
University whose aim is to respond to Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call to
Action #92 by committing to meaningful partnerships with Indigenous communities to provide
economic empowerment and well-being. He is also a notable story teller and poet. His most recent
book of poetry “Living in the Tall Grass” Poems of Reconciliation is being very well received. The
following is a poem Chief Stacey read at his inaugural address marking the 1st National Day of
Reconciliation here in Toronto honouring the lives of the 215 children lying in unmarked graves in
Kamloops B.C.
Reconciliation
I sit here crying 				
I don’t know why 				

I will cry for them and the many others like them
I will cry for you, I will cry for me

I didn’t know the children 			
I didn’t know the parents 			

I’ll cry for the what could have been
Then I will calm myself, smudge myself, offer prayers

But I knew their spirit 			
I knew their love 				

And know they are no longer in pain
No longer do they hurt, they are at peace

I knew their loss 				
I knew their potential 			

In time I will tell their story, I will educate society
So their memory is not lost to this world

And I am overwhelmed 			
By the pain and the hurt 			

And when I am asked
what does reconciliation mean to me

The pain of the families and friends
The pain of an entire people 			

I will say I want their lives back
I want them to live, to soar

Unable to protect them, to help them
To comfort them, to love them 		

I want to hear their laughter
See their smiles

I did not know them 				
But the pain is so real, so personal 		

Give me that
And I’ll grant you reconciliation

I feel it in my core, my heart, my spirit
I sit here crying and I am not ashamed
						

by: Chief R. Stacey Laforme
Living in The Tall Grass, Poems of Reconciliation

In Memoriam
Norma Joyce Bailey

Wife of Nehemiah “Leo” Bailey

Paul Secwyn Tilluckdharry
Brother of Merle Singh

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families

Happy Anniversary!
David and Barbara Griffin
Celebrating 66 Years
Congratulations!!

A Blessed Event!
A new granddaughter for Ingrid Ziegler
Kaia, a little sister for Adelyn
Congratulations!!

Happy 61st Anniversary
Parkwoods!

